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PART ONE 

QUESTION: HAVE YOU EVER MET SOMEONE THAT LOVES SOMETHING SO 

MUCH THAT IT COMPLETELY CHECKS YOU AS TO HOW MUCH YOU LOVE IT? 

AND THEN YOU FIND OUT YOU REALLY DON’T LOVE IT AS MUCH AS YOU 

THOUGHT YOU DID; YOU REALLY JUST LIKE IT? 

THE LAST TWO YEARS, I’VE SHARED WITH YOU WHAT I’VE LEARNED ABOUT 

WHAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS & WHY WE SHOULD FOCUS ON IT: 

WHAT JESUS SAYS ABOUT THE KINGDOM: 

 MATT 6:31-34 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. 
Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

WE ARE A PART OF HIS KINGDOM: 

“For he has rescued us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the 
Kingdom of his dear Son, who purchased our freedom and forgave our sins.” 
Colossians 1:13-14 NLT 

JESUS IS THE KINGDOM: 

LUKE 17:20-21 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he 
answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be 
observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of 
God is in the midst of you.”[ 



WHEN I READ THE ACCOUNTS OF JESUS’ MINISTRY AND THE BOOKS OF 
ACTS… THEY DIDN’T JUST LIKE THE KINGDOM. THEY LOVED THE KINGDOM.  

THEY DIDN’T JUST LIKE JESUS, THEY LOVED JESUS. 

THEY DIDN’T JUST LIKE THE GOSPEL, THEY LOVED THE GOSPEL. 

THEY DIDN’T JUST LIKE THE HOLY SPIRIT, THEY LOVED THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

THEY DIDN’T JUST LIKE SERVING, THEY LOVED SERVING.  

THEY DIDN’T JUST LIKE SOULS, THEY LOVED SOULS.  

TRUTH: JESUS DID NOT PRESENT A SUNDAY MORNING RELIGION, NOR DID HE 
PRESENT A PLACE TO COME AND GET A QUICK SPIRITUAL FIX. JESUS CHRIST 
PRESENTED A TOTALLY NEW, ALTERNATIVE WAY OF LIFE, AND HE CALLED IT 
THE KINGDOM. THAT IS BEING FORMED INTO THE IMAGE OF JESUS! 

IN LUKE CHAPTER 4, AFTER JESUS WAS WATER BAPTISED, AFTER HE FACED 
THE TEMPTATION IN THE WILDERNESS, JESUS BEGINS HIS MINISTRY.  

LUKE 4:38-43  

JESUS REVEALS HIS PURPOSE: TO SPREAD THE NEWS OF THE KINGDOM! 

IN CHAPTER 6 HE TEACHES THE MULTITUDES ABOUT KINGDOM LIFE: 

LUKE 6:20-23  

MORE AND MORE PEOPLE BEGIN TO JOIN JESUS: 

LUKE 8:1-3  

IN CHAPTER 9 HE THEN COMMISSIONS THE 12 DISCIPLES TO GO AND SPREAD 
THE KINGDOM: 

LUKE 9:1-2  

IN CHAPTER 10 HE ADDS 72 MORE TO GO AND SPREAD THE KINGDOM: 

LUKE 10:1-3; 10-12 

DO YOU LOVE THE KINGDOM OR DO YOU JUST SORT OF LIKE IT? 

DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE WHAT JESUS SAID AND DID, OR DO YOU JUST KIND 
OF CHECK THE BOX SO YOU DON’T GO TO HELL? 



JESUS’ KINGDOM IS VERY MUCH UPSIDE DOWN… 

MATTHEW 5:2-12  

NONE OF WHAT JESUS CALLS BLESSED ALIGNS WITH WHAT THE WORLD 
SAYS IS “BLESSED. "   

JESUS’ KINGDOM IS VERY MUCH INVERTED WHEN COMPARED TO THE 
WORLD’S STANDARDS.  

IN FACT, IN THE EARLY CHURCH, JESUS’ DISCIPLES ARE BLAMED FOR 
TURNING THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN: 

ACTS 17:1-9 

HOW DO WE LIVE DIFFERENTLY? 

EPHESIANS 4:11-24 CEB  

He gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers. 12 His purpose was to equip God’s people for the work of serving and building 
up the body of Christ 13 until we all reach the unity of faith and knowledge of God’s Son. 
God’s goal is for us to become mature adults—to be fully grown, measured by the 
standard of the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we aren’t supposed to be infants any 
longer who can be tossed and blown around by every wind that comes from teaching 
with deceitful scheming and the tricks people play to deliberately mislead 
others. 15 Instead, by speaking the truth with love, let’s grow in every way into 
Christ, 16 who is the head. The whole body grows from him, as it is joined and held 
together by all the supporting ligaments. The body makes itself grow in that it builds 
itself up with love as each one does its part. 

17 So I’m telling you this, and I insist on it in the Lord: you shouldn’t live your life like the 
Gentiles anymore. They base their lives on pointless thinking, 18 and they are in the dark 
in their reasoning. They are disconnected from God’s life because of their ignorance 
and their closed hearts. 19 They are people who lack all sense of right and wrong, and 
who have turned themselves over to doing whatever feels good and to practicing every 
sort of corruption along with greed. 

20 But you didn’t learn that sort of thing from Christ. 21 Since you really listened to him 
and you were taught how the truth is in Jesus, 22 change the former way of life that was 
part of the person you once were, corrupted by deceitful desires. 23 Instead, renew the 
thinking in your mind by the Spirit 24 and clothe yourself with the new person created 
according to God’s image in justice and true holiness. 

 



HERE'S THE ANSWER:  

WE MUST BE FORMED INTO THE IMAGE OF JESUS. 

“Spiritual formation is a process of being formed in the image of Christ, a journey into 
becoming persons of compassion, persons who forgive, persons who care deeply for 
others and the world, persons who offer themselves to God to become agents of divine 
grace in the lives of others and their world—in brief, persons who love and serve as 
Jesus did. Now, if I had said spiritual formation was a process of “forming ourselves” in 
the image of Christ, I suspect we would have been much more comfortable. The 
difference between forming ourselves and being formed is the vital issue of control.” 

-Mulholland, M. Robert . Invitation to a Journey: A Road Map for Spiritual 
Formation (Transforming Resources)  

LIFE IS NOT ABOUT “DOING” BUT “BEING” LIKE JESUS, AND THAT IS A 
PROCESS OF BEING: 

-FLIPPED UPSIDE DOWN 

-SET ON FIRE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

-WILLING TO EMBRACE KINGDOM LIFE (THE WAYS OF JESUS) 

THAT IS WHAT I MEAN BY SAYING “WE ARE KINGDOM FOCUSED” 

THE ONLY WAY TO BE KINGDOM FOCUSED IS TO BE FLIPPED UPSIDE DOWN 
AND ON FIRE! 

SO, I PRESENT TO YOU OUR NEW CHURCH LOGO! 

 


