work

Proverbs 4:23

HEARTwork
PART THREE: THE HARD HEART

PROVERBS 4:20-27 CSB

My son, pay attention to my words;

listen closely to my sayings.

21 Don’t lose sight of them;

keep them within your heart.

22 For they are life to those who find them,
and health to one’s whole body.

23 Guard your heart above all else,
for it is the source of life.

24 Don’t let your mouth speak dishonestly,
and don't let your lips talk deviously.

25 Let your eyes look forward;

fix your gazel® straight ahead.

26 Carefully consider the pathld for your feet,
and all your ways will be established.

27 Don’t turn to the right or to the left;
keep your feet away from euvil.

LOOK AGAIN: 23 Guard your heart above all else,!d
for it is the source of life.

THE ESV: Keep your heart with all vigilance,
for from it flow the springs of life.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%204&version=CSB#fen-CSB-16514a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%204&version=CSB#fen-CSB-16516b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%204&version=CSB#fen-CSB-16517c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs%204&version=CSB#fen-CSB-16514a

THE NKJV: Keep your heart with all diligence,
For out of it spring the issues of life.

TRUTH: YOUR HEART IS VERY IMPORTANT TO GOD, HE
HAS MUCH TO SAY ABOUT IT BECAUSE IT IS VITAL. WE
TEND TO STORE OUR FEELINGS, EMOTIONS, CARES,

CONCERNS, LOVES, HURTS, ETC. WITHIN OUR HEART.

HEART DEFINED: HEBREW: 3820. Leb, GREEK:

kKapdia, G2840. Kardia; the inner man; the function of mind,
where man remembers, thinks; the heart, the seat and center of
all physical and spiritual life; the soul or mind as the fountain and
seat of thoughts, passions, desires, affections, appetites,
purposes, endeavors.

The “heart” encompasses (HOLDS) our thoughts, emotions,
desires, and will. It is the place where decisions are made and
where our true character is revealed.

ME = SOUL, SPIRIT, PHYSICAL
SOUL = MIND, WILL, & EMOTIONS

HEART (NOT TALKING ABOUT AN ORGAN) = WHERE THE
SOUL RESIDES

EMOTIONS

UNDERSTAND: BEFORE CHRIST, | WAS A BOUND SINNER,
TOTALLY DEAD IN MY SIN, WICKED, WORTHLESS, ETC.
THUS, MY HEART IS BOUND TO SIN!



BUT IN CHRIST | BECOME A NEW CREATION

2 Corinthians 5:17

THAT MEANS ALL OF ME BECOME NEW!

SO AT SALVATION, FAITH HAS ENTERED INTO MY:
MIND: Thoughts, precepts, notions

WILL: Passions, desires, appetites, wants

EMOTIONS: Affections, feelings, purposes

| HAVE ENTERED A PROCESS OF BECOMING MORE LIKE
JESUS:

2 CORINTHIANS 3:18

| BELONG TO GOD, VIA THE ADOPTION FOUND IN THE
BLOOD OF JESUS!

Romans 6:22

BUT THERE’S A PROBLEM...

THE PROBLEM IS THOUGH | AM SAVED, THOUGH | AM
NEW, | HAVE AN ENEMY.

John 10:10
1 Peter 5:8



AND MY ENEMY KNOWS:

1. MY WEAKNESSES FROM MY OLD WAY OF LIFE
2. WHAT COULD ENTICE, HURT, OR TRIP ME UP

Galatians 5:1
WHAT MAKES THE HEART SO SUSCEPTIBLE?
Psalm 119:11 JAMES 2:26

QUOTE: ONE OF THE PROBLEMS IN THE WESTERN
CHURCH IS BELIEVERS BECOME CONTENT WITH ‘BEING
SAVED’ BUT IGNORANT OF KINGDOM TEACHING & POWER.

THE HARDENED HEART CAN COME FROM TWO THINGS:
-NEVER LETTING THE WORD OF GOD INTO ONE’S HEART

-LETTING DISAPPOINTMENT, DOUBT, UNBELIEF, FEAR, OR
SIN OVERTAKE THE HEART, CAUSING A LACK OF FAITH
AND LOSS OF PURITY

EVEN THE MOST WELL-TRAINED AND WELL-ROUNDED
DISCIPLES ARE LIABLE TO A HARDENED HEART...

MARK 6:30-52

4456. poroo: To harden, to make callous, to render
Insensitive

It refers to the dulling or insensitivity of one's heart or mind,
often as a result of persistent unbelief or disobedience. This
hardening can lead to an inability to perceive or understand

spiritual truths.



SPIRITUAL HEART CHECK:

1.

N

~N O Ol

9.

10.

You used to seek God’s presence but haven’tin along
time.

. Prayer has become a chore or afterthought.
. You have no interest in worship and do not ‘feel’

anything.

. You have given up waiting for your prayers to be

answered.

. You lack care or concern for souls, including your own.
. You are desensitized to compromising situations.
. You used to feel, hear, or experience God, but you don’t

anymore.

. You used to feel passion, joy, and excitement over

serving, but you have lost it.

You look for ways out of church, ministry, giving,
helping, or other attributes of a Christian.

The Word of God no longer moves you.

11. Hearing testimonies feels boring or pointless; you

12.

may doubt them.
You feel no conviction over sin; it’s become your
normal.



Ezekiel 36:25-27

THIS PROMISE REINS ALL THE TRUER FOR NEW
TESTAMENT BELIEVERS!

WHY???? BECAUSE WE ARE IN THE NEW COVENANT!
HEBREWS 8:6-7;10-13

TO OVERCOME THE CALLOUSNESS... IT'S THE WORD OF
GOD!

Hebrews 4:12

2 Timothy 3:16-17
John 1:14
Romans 10:17

FAITH BEGINS TO BUILD WHEN YOU HEAR THE WORD OF
CHRIST AND BELIEVE IT...

Mark 10:15
2 Peter 3:9

1John 1:9
Hebrews 10:22



