
 

 ZECHARIAH 9:9-17 NLT 

TODAY ON THIS PALM SUNDAY I WANT TO TALK ABOUT 

PREPARING FOR VICTORY!  

IF WE ARE SAYING THAT JESUS WON US VICTORY, WE 

MUST ADMIT THERE WAS A BATTLE, A WAR, AND ANYTIME 

YOU ARE GOING TO WAR YOU MUST PREPARE. 

KEY #1: HOW YOU PREPARE EFFECTS THE RESULTS YOU 

RECIEVE  

PEOPLE WANT INSTANTANEOUS RESULTS WITH LITTLE TO 

NO PATIENCE, TRUST, OR FAITH. 

-PEOPLE WANT WISDOM WITH NO STUDY. 

-HEALING WITH NO HURTING.  

-RESTORATION WITH NO BUILDING. 

-PROSPERITY WITH NO WORKING. 

-SPIRITUAL MUSCLE WITH NO PAIN.  

-BREAKTHROUGH WITH NO CHANGE.  

-PRESENCE WITH NO PRAYING.  

-BLESSING WITH NO WORSHIP. 

-CHRISTIANITY WITH NO CHRIST. 



-SALVATION WITH NO CROSS.  

-FAITH WITH NO WORKS.  

-GOD’S FACE WITH NO FASTING.  

-GOD’S ATTENTION WITH NO DEDICATION. 

-GOD’S VOICE WITH NO BIBLE. 

-RESURRECTION WITH NO DEATH.  

-VICTORY WITH NO FIGHT. 

KEY #2: NO PREPARATION, NO VICTORY: YOU GET WHAT 

YOU PUT IN! 

Luke 21:36  

Matthew 24:44  

Romans 12:1-2  

Matthew 24:42  

JESUS SAYS THAT EVEN IN THE KINGDOM WILL HAVE 

MANY WHO ARE NOT PREPARED: 

MATTHEW 25:1-13 

KEY #3: YOU ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR SOMEONE 

ELSE’S PREPARATION LACK; YOU’RE ONLY RESPONSIBLE 

FOR WARNING THEM. 

KEY #4: NOT EVERYONE CAN GO WITH YOU WHERE GOD 

IS LEADING YOU. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+21%3A36&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A44&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A1-2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24%3A42&version=ESV


BEFORE JESUS WENT TO THE CROSS, IN FACT, BEFORE 

HIS TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM (THAT WE CALL 

PALM SUNDAY), SOMETHING INCREDIBLE HAPPENED…  

JOHN 12:1-8 

JOHN 11:54-57  

NOW FAST FORWARD… MARY, MARTHA, AND LAZARUS 
HAVE A PARTY TO CELEBRATE WHAT JESUS DID…  

THIS STORY PRESENTS US WITH 3 WAYS OF WORSHIP: 

1. MARTHA SERVED  

2. LAZARUS RECLINED WITH JESUS 

3. MARY SACRIFICED 

MARY’S SACRIFICE: 

PURE NARD: a thick, expensive, fragrant oil, often used for 

embalming (preserving the body) 

AMOUNT: Greek litra; a litra (or Roman pound) was equal to 

about 11 1/2 ounces or 327 grams 

COST: A denarius was a day's wage for a laborer, this is worth 

300 denarii… a year’s worth of wages… roughly $54,000-60,000 

USE: She probably bought this oil for her own burial… 

 

 

 

 



WHEN SHE POORS OUT THE OIL, THE FRAGRANCE FILLS 

THE ROOM….  

Genesis 8:21  

Numbers 15:3  

Ephesians 5:2  

WORSHIP, YOUR SACRIFICE OF GOD OF LIVING FOR HIM IS 

THE AROMA THAT FEELS THE ROOM… IT CHANGES THE 

ATMOSPHERE… THIS IS OUR PREPPING OF HIS 2ND 

COMING! 

2 CORINTHIANS 2:14-17 

 

NOT EVERYONE IN THE ROOM APPRECIATED WHAT MARY 

DID… 

KEY #5: WHEN YOU ARE “PREPPING” FOR CHRIST, 

SACRIFICING/ WORSHIPPING THERE WILL ALWAYS BE A 

NAESAYER WHO DOESN’T “GET IT”! BUT YOU DON’T 

WORSHIP THEM! 

JUDAS WAS WITH JESUS FOR 3 YEARS AND HAD A TITLE 

AND POSITION! 

 

WORSHIP IS A COST 

WORSHIP IS A WORTH IT 

WORSHIP IS PREPARATION… 

PREPARATION FOR WHAT?? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8%3A21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+15%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A2&version=ESV


A DAY LATER: 

JOHN 12:9-19 

OBSERVATIONS ABOUT HIS ENTRY: 

-HE CAME IN ON A DONKEY/COLT: A SIGN OF PEACE 

-THEY BROKE PALM BRANCHES: A SIGN OF VICTORY  

-THEY WERE CRYING OUT HOSANNA!  

JOHN 12:20-36  

SALVATION IS A FREE GIFT… BUT IT CERTAINLY COST 

SOMETHING.  

AND BEING A FOLLOWER OF CHRIST, MEANS TO PREPARE 

FOR HIS 2ND COMING… AND THAT COSTS SOMETHING…  

Luke 9:23 Mark 8:34 Matthew 16:24 Matthew 10:38 Luke 

14:27  

 

Galatians 2:20  

 

PREPARE FOR VICTORY! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9%3A23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+8%3A34&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+16%3A24&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+14%3A27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+2%3A20&version=ESV

