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Proverbs 1:8-9  

Proverbs 23:22-25  

Psalm 139:13 Fo 

Ephesians 6:1-3  

FOR MANY OF US, MOTHERS ARE ONE OF THE VERY FIRST 

TO INVEST IN OUR FAITH JOURNEY…  

LAST WEEK I PREACHED A MESSAGE ABOUT WHAT TO DO 

AFTER A GOD ENCOUNTER, AND WE TOOK SOME TIME TO 

LOOK AT THE POST-RESURRECTION STORY OF THOMAS.  

JOHN 20:24-29  

THE OPPOSITE OF DOUBT IS FAITH, AND WE MUST LEARN 

HOW TO GROW AND EXERCISE OUR FAITH. 

PUT YOUR FAITH MUSCLES TO WORK! 

EXERCISE YOUR FAITH 

INCREASE YOUR FAITH 

SHARE YOUR FAITH 

MAINTAIN YOUR FAITH 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+1%3A8-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+23%3A22-25&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+6%3A1-3&version=ESV


 

THE BIBLE HAS MUCH TO SAY ABOUT FAITH: 

1 John 5:4  

Ephesians 2:8  

Hebrews 11:1  

James 2:17  

Romans 10:17  

MARY IS A CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE BECAUSE THERE 

ARE TWO EXTREMES ABOUT HER… 

BOTH EXTREMES ARE FALSE. 

TRUTH: MARY IS A MAGNIFICENT FIGURE OF FAITH, SHE IS 

NOT DIVINE (LIKE GOD), BUT SHE DID RECEIVE FAVOR 

FROM GOD.  

TRUTH: SHE IS THE ONLY HUMAN WHO WAS PRESENT 

BOTH AT THE BIRTH OF JESUS AND THE DEATH OF JESUS.  

TRUTH: MARY WAS GIVEN A HUGE RESPONSIBILITY. 

TRUTH: MARY IS A REAL-LIFE EXAMPLE OF GOD USING 

SOMEBODY AS A LITERAL VESSEL FOR A MIRACLE. 

TRUTH: MARY SHOULD BE HONORED AS AN IMPORTANT 

FIGURE AND EXAMPLE OF FAITH, FROM WHICH WE CAN 

LEARN. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A17&version=ESV
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LUKE 1:26-33  

LET’S DISSECT THIS AND SEEK SOME LESSONS: 

WHO WAS MARY?  

-According to the genealogy of Mary, Mary’s father was HELI or 
ELI…  

Hebrew name: Miriam Bat Eli 

-Mary is from a town called Nazareth.  

 Nazareth = Probably the name Nazareth came from the old 
Hebrew "Netzer," which means a sprout, and so was something 
to be held in contempt.  

-Mary is a teenager (common in ancient days to be married and 
have children). She is probably around 13 years old.  

-Mary is betrothed to a man named Joseph. 

EVERYTHING WE KNOW ABOUT MARY DOESN’T SEEM 
VERY REMARKABLE! AND YET THIS ANGEL SHOWS UP AND 
SAYS: “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 

AND SHE’S TROUBLED! 

 

 

 

 

 



SOME GENEOLOGY: 

Jeremiah 23:5  

ABRAHAM CAME FROM THE SEED OF ADAM 

JESSE CAME FROM THE SEED OF ABRAHAM 

JESSE IS THE FATHER OF DAVID 

DAVID'S TWO SONS: NATHAN & SOLOMON  

NATHAN TO MARY 

SOLOMON TO JOSEPH (FATHER IN A SENSE) 

MARY (BY THE HOLY SPIRIT) TO JESUS! 

 

-KEY #1: MARY MAY HAD BEEN “COMMON” BUT SHE HAD 
ROYALTY IN HER BLOOD! 

BACK TO LUKE 1:34-37  

-MARY PROBABLY HAD A PLAN FOR HER LIFE… AND I VERY 
MUCH DOUBT THIS WAS IT.  

-THIS ANGEL APPEARS, TELLS HER SHE IS FAVORED AND 
THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL COME UPON HER AND SHE 
WILL HAVE A CHILD WHO WILL BE THE SON OF GOD!  

-IT DOESN’T SAY THAT MARY QUESTONED GOD’S 
GODNESS, IT DOESN’T SAY SHE DOUBTED… BUT SHE 
INQUIRED ABOUT HOW IT WOULD HAPPEN…  



-KEY #2: GOD HAS A PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE THAT IS SO 
MUCH BETTER THAN THE ONE YOU HAVE. IT MAY BE 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT, EVEN DISRUPTIVE, BUT IT’S 
MIRACULOUS! FOR NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE WITH GOD! 

LUKE 1:38  

-DESPITE ANY FEAR, ANXIETY, WORRY, DESPITE WHAT 

OTHERS MAY THINK, OR WHAT JOSEPH OR HER FATHER 

MAY THINK, DESPITE WHAT THE TOWN WOULD SAY…. SHE 

RECEIVES AND ACCEPTS GOD’S INVITATION TO BE USED 

BY HIM. 

MATT 1:18-25  

-KEY #3: STOP CARING SO MUCH ABOUT WHAT OTHERS 

SAY, SEEK WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY, AND IF YOU ARE 

FAITHFUL TO FOLLOW HIM, HE WILL TAKE CARE OF THE 

REST. (THAT’S NOT TO SAY WE SHOULDN’T SEEK GODLY 

COUNSEL AND WISDOM, BUT NOT FROM THE GENERAL 

POPULATION)  

TITUS 2:1-8 CEB  

LUKE 2:8-20  

Why did Mary respond differently?  

4933. suntéreó συντηρέω:  To preserve, to keep, to maintain, 
to guard closely 

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TREASURED UP IN YOUR HEART AS 
A TESTIMONY TO GOD? 

-KEY #4: STORE UP THE THINGS OF GOD IN YOUR HEART 

 


